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The Riversharks home opener on May 1 intro-
duced staff , family and friends to our fabulous
suite at Campbell’s Field, and also highlighted
our “Home for the Brave” partnership with the
Camden, NJ independent baseball team. The
spirited evening also kicked off a busy month at
Volunteers of America Delaware Valley, with
AnnaM. Sample Day set for May 7; a
‘Storybook Luncheon” at Hope Hall on May 9;
a cleanup of the neighborhood surrounding the
Aletha R. Wright Center on May 16; and
“Action Team” events on May 26.
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THISVET KNOWS THE VALUE

Kimberly Washington served in the United States Army for
15 years. Now she works as a Family Readiness Support
assistant in the Warrior Transition Unit at Fort Dix, NJ.

Professionally, as well as personally, Kimberly Washington
knows first-hand about the need for the new ‘Home for the
Brave program of Volunteers of America Delaware Valley.

“Vets are homeless,” says Kimberly, who livesin Camden,
NJ. “And they shouldn’t be homeless.” TopageS

KIMBERLY WASHINGTON

THREE HONOREES (L to R): Our presi-
dent and CEO Daniel L. Lombardo; NJ
State Sen. Stephen Sweeney; and Michael
Carbone, president, Metro Philadelphia
Market, TD Bank, each received “ South
Jerseyan of the Year” awards May 1 from
the Sen. Walter Rand I nstitute for Public
Affairs at Rutgers University, Camden, NJ.
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CORZINE APPOINTS DEAS TO HOMELESSNESS PANEL

New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine has appointed Gina Williams Deas, chief operating
officer of Volunteers of AmericaDelaware Valley, to serve on his new Interagency

Council on Preventing and Reducing Homel essness.

Deas, who oversees al of the housing programs operated by Volunteers of America
Delaware Valley, is one of 14 public representatives on the Council. The appointments LS

were announced April 8.

“GinaWilliams Deas brings an incredible amount of expertise and experience to the

Gina Williams Deas

Council,” said Daniel L. Lombardo, president and CEO of Volunteers of America

Delaware Valley. “As New Jersey grapples with the issue of homelessness amid an economic downturn, it’s
more important than ever for Gov. Corzine to hear from folks like Gina, and from organizations like ours.”
“It isvery exciting to be a part of this council to prevent and to end homelessnessin our state,” Deas said.
“For years there has been a push to create this interagency council in order to bring more attention to the
existing best practices, as well asto chalenge usto find ways to be more effective. “ This has been along
time coming,” she added. “ Gov. Corzine has done a great thing for New Jersey. Now homelessness and its
prevention can be addressed in a more holistic manner on a statewide level.”

AMERICORPSPITCHESIN AT LEAVENHOUSE

Aswe at Volunteers of America Delaware Valley Leavenhouse continue assessing how best to use commu-
nity resources to help our clients, aray of hope called AmeriCorps came forth like the dawn.

We were pleased to have the AmeriCorps “Raven 5” team at the Leavenhouse Community at 644 State St. in
Camden, NJ, thanks to the efforts of the Camden Children’s Garden.

We benefited from the Raven 5 team’ s “ get things done” attitude. Not only did the team clean and weed the
front and back of our buildings; they also landscaped the back yard, planting flowersin beds and in pots for

the front porches.

Raven 5 also helped clean and restore apartments. And they created an inventory control method for the

L eavenhouse Food Bag Give-Away, which is held the 4" Friday of each month.

AmeriCorps provided service, was a benefit to our community, and a pleasure to work with. We thank them
for being of serviceto Volunteers of America Delaware Valley, the Leavenhouse Community, and the

community of North Camden.

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP PLANNED

Our Aletha R. Wright Vision of Hope Center will

sponsor a clean-up in the Waterfront South
neighborhood of Camden on Saturday, May 16. The

event is scheduled for 10 am. to 1 p.m.; the rain date
isMay 23.

Call Stephen Williams, 856-966-0909, for
information.

--Submitted by Robin Jefferson

Wi FIT AT TOWERS

Wii Fit is coming to Lindenwold Towers this month!
Wii Fit is especially designed for seniors.

It helps with posture and actually does an assessment
of what the individual needs to work on to improve
their health. The program is fun and can be as inten-
sive as the senior prefers. It will be offered in the
Community Room.
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CHURCH WOMEN REACH OUT WITH HELP

The women of First Baptist Church of Florence Estates in Williamsth\/irecently put together a group

called The Women's Out Reach of 2009. This is a small program with a big heart, and it's on the rise. On Ap
22, Joyce M. Chappell and her-sponsor Sister Joann Johnson dropped off a sizeable donation of toiletries
for our Anna Sample House Complex. The ladies ran a toiletry donation drive for 30 days at the church. The'
collected shampoo, conditioner, razors, shaving gel, wash cloths, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes and
combs. Although small in size, this group of ladies rounded up nearly 200 items. And they aré¢h®le-

ginning stages ad food drive that also will benefit our clients. Thank you, Women’s Out Reach of 2009!

—submitted by Jynette Hernandez



