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Volunteers of America:

Delaware Valley

GINA WILLIAMS DEAS

Welcome to the annual
update of the Housing and
Supportive Services division
of Volunteers of America
Delaware Valley.

The past year was full of
challenges, and as 2009 be-
gins we see even more chal-
lenges ahead. We all know
we're living in tough times;
for the people we serve,
times are always tough. Now
they’re even tougher.

That's why we do what we
do. And that's why we'll be
doing more in 2009, despite
the economic situation. We
will be enhancing and ex-
panding programs — and we

need everyone's help.
Together, we will get it

done!
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A SAMPLE O SILES:: Here are just some of the happy faces at the Anna M. Sample
House Complex, where community partners such as the help brighten the lives of children
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A YEAR OF PROGRESS, AND MORE TO COME

From the quilts that volunteers created for the men at the Aletha R. Wright Vision of Hope Center, to the
books donated to the children at the Anna M. Sample House Complex — and from the new playground at the
Eleanor Corbett House to the voter registration drives at our facilities in New Jersey and Philadelphia — 2008
was a good year for the clients and staff of the Housing and Supportive Services division of Volunteers of

America Delaware Valley.

Our strong partnerships with individuals, organizations, institutions, religious groups, businesses and communi-
ties helped make a difference for the people we serve, including the seniors at Homestead at Harmony and
Lindenwold Towers in New Jersey, and Brightway Commons in Delaware. Agape House in Somerville NJ,
Amani House in Trenton NJ and Station House in Philadelphia are building relationships with their communi-

ties, and the same is true for our Homelessness Prevention Program in Thorofare NJ.

Here are just some of our 2008 partners: PNC Financial Services Group; AFSCME District Council 71 and its

70 locals; the Camden County Board of Elections; ShopRite supermarkets; CAMcare Health Corporation;
Project HOPE; the Cooper Hospital Early Intervention Program; the Major League Baseball Players Association;

the Sneaker Boxx; International Paper; the African American Cultural Club at Eastern High School; the Alpha
Kappa Alpha and Zeta Phi Beta sororities; and National Amusements (Showcase at the Ritz Center).




ESCHER OFFERS
A BETTER
DIRECTION

Michelle Walker , 53, has
lived at Escher Street for

about a year.

“I had a house on South
Logan for 22 years, but the
rent got to be too much,”
Michelle said. Losing her
job as an aide in a program
for disabled children made
matters worse. “| ended up
unemployed, and then my
unemployment ran out,”

she recalled.

Michelle —who has four

grown children —ended up STATION HOUSE RECOGNITION HELPING TO FEED FAMILIES

living with a daughter, and

then with her own sister. In Fourteen Station House tenants were honored Local 2215, one of the 67 union locals in AFSCME

the latter situation, nine of for their personal efforts and community contri- Council 71, approved a plan to feed 10 families a

her sister's grandchildren butions during 2008. . month, at a cost of $20.00 per family, for one year.

also shared the one- Tenants were recognized for accomplishments This is the product of an ongoing partnership be-

bedroom apartment. including completion of a Job Readiness work- tween AFSCME and Volunteers of America Dela-
shop series, finding and maintaining employment, | are Valley's Homelessness Prevention Program in

Meanwhile, someone atthe | and completing educational courses. Thorofare NJ.

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen | The recipients included Doreen A, Denise T., In addition to feeding ten families, Local 2215 will

—where Michelle Karl G., Bernadette C., Vernon T., Nicholas H., establish a food donation outpost to collect future

volunteers — told her about Dorothy S., Anthony A., Rodelle B., Gregory M., food staples at their local office.

Escher Street. “I really John S., Jesse K., Shaconda F., and Elizabeth M. Thank you, local 2215 ! And thanks as well to the

needed somewhere to partnership-building efforts of all the folks at Home-

live,” Michelle said. The Congratulations and best wishes to you all! lessness Prevention.

only other possibility was a

hotel that would have cost

her 3500 every two weeks. | AGAPE HOUSE BOOK CLUB TURNS ANOTHER PAGE

A caseworker at the Soup
Kitchen helped Michelle
become a resident of

In Somerville NJ the Agape House Book Club recently wrapped up the final
discussion on their latest book selection, The Five People You Meet in Heaven
by Mitch Albom. The Thursday night group consisted of not only staff and
Escher Street. residents but ex-residents as well.

The group gathered weekly for coffee, cookies, conversation and commen-
tary. “This is a great story, so beautifully written,” said ex-resident Deborah
Trotter. Current resident Jennifer V. said she enjoyed the group discus-
sions, because hearing everyone’s interpretation of the story brought
deeper insight.

Prior to the final meeting, the group met to view the movie of The Five

: People You Meet in Heaven. The group was also able to follow along with
Business. the online interactive reading group guide, which offered video commentary by the author. “l am so
pleased that the author took the time to answer some of our questions in the online reading group
guide, says Program Manager Ellen Johnson.

Agape House book club will resume in a few weeks with a new book selected by the residents. The in-
o house book club has also gained support in the community of Somerville, NJ and has received donations
appreciate it for books and supplies. More information about this book and other books written by this author can be

found at www.mitchalbom.com. Submitted by Crystal Smith

“She knew | was a hard
worker and a good
student,” said Michelle,
who has studied at Mercer
County College as well as
the Harris School of

Living at Escher “has
helped me get back on my
feet,” Michelle declared. “I




